[Production of antibacterial substances by resident corynebacteria isolated from human skin].
Coryneform bacteria, especially lipophilic species, form stable but not dominant population on a human skin. This position is probably controlled by secretion of bacteriocin-like substances, which act directly on coexisting bacteria. Among 118 investigated corynebacteria belonging to seven species/taxa and isolated from human skin, 90% possessed an ability to produce such substances. The spectrum of their activity was restricted to killing gram-positive bacteria, but along with corynebacteria it also covered cocci, with Staphylococcus aureus in this group. This feature was revealed better on low pH media (pH 5.6) and media with 1.5% NaCl for cocci, but on pH 7,4 for corynebacteria.